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0 Lo May. 19, 1939, L%

Mr. Joht W Riley,:iiseie, wi
40 Morningside Avenue, ‘ _
New York, New York. i

©~» I have Teceived your letter of April 28, in which you ask if you

might?have;abcess:to“thsVWa%*Bepartment'filéﬁ“shbuld"ynu*fihﬁfltlnac-
_essaryﬁﬁbvsebk;furthsf-informaﬁionﬁthﬂn’thﬁt}furnibhédﬂtbiybu*by'this

office:on April: 6, concerning the perticivation of colored soldiers in
the Worl@-Wars Fie1d 3paiiimey, nod i Enaioses S Baabilsesun Yaviel-

. .-For' many years it has been a rule of the War Department not o

-permit'perSOnalothar*thﬁn:employeBS“othhe Department to have access

to its records, except in the cases of historicel investigators of X

recognized: standing who heve complieﬁfwi?h-the:proviaionsﬂof‘haragraph

Qg;of‘thefinclcsed‘copyqu"War Department‘ﬂrders”of‘Mﬁf&ﬁjzﬁ; 1912 €L¥
o
Lo
S
~3

© The principad reason for the' establishment of this rule lies in
the Ganger of-losg of the records through mubiliation, destruction, or
misfiling.: Another reason'is that, in any event, no person unfamiliar
with the records and the manner in which they are filed would be able
to make a successful search of them without the aid and attendance of
a-trgined.amployee,'and'inasmuch‘as;the‘Department'wnuld:necessarily
lose the service of such employee for the: time being,"there would re=
sult a proportional interference with the handling of current work.
Other reasons, equally cogent, might be cited. -Moreover, the personal
records of: individual scldiers have consistently been regarded by the
War Department as confidential and not open to public’ inspections :

.-° With reference to the author of the publicatién:ménticnedfin'my
letter of April.6;, it may be stated that he (Dr. Ermett J. Scott) was
special assistant to the Secretary of War during the period of active
hostilities, and while:so serving doubtless had‘access”to»phe records

- of thig Department. -

5.,¥ théf.unéfficiai.publiéations relating to the activities of colored
troops in the World War, that may contain data of value o your purpose,
fneludes smenii irny il o R s eabbrding wTRSY &

kT "ﬁegﬁo.Combat Troops in the World War, The Story of the -




